Dear Sir/Madam,
Subject: Response to Consultation – Proposed Home to School Transport Changes
I am writing to respond to the proposed changes to the Home to School Transport Policy.
I am a parent/carer of a child currently attending Kirkby Stephen Grammar School (KSGS), and I would like to express my strong concern about the potential impact these proposals would have on pupils, families, and the wider school community.
The proposal to restrict transport eligibility to the nearest school would have significant consequences for KSGS and the rural communities it serves.
From a family perspective, these changes raise several concerns:
· Access to education: In rural areas, school transport is essential. Without it, many families would face significant barriers in accessing schools beyond the nearest option.
· Loss of choice: The proposals would effectively limit parental choice and reduce the ability to select the most appropriate school for a child’s needs.
· Practical travel realities: Distance alone does not reflect the reality of rural travel. Journey times, road suitability, and reliability are critical factors that must be considered.
· Impact on families: There is a risk that siblings could be required to attend different schools, placing additional strain on families.
· Post-16 continuity: KSGS offers a full 11–18 education. Restricting transport access may disrupt continuity and limit access to Sixth Form provision for some students.
In addition to the impact on individual families, I am also concerned about the wider implications for the school:
· A reduction in pupil numbers could impact the breadth of curriculum and subject choice available
· It may affect the long-term sustainability of Kirkby Stephen Grammar School within its entirety and/or its Sixth Form provision
· Resources and opportunities available to all students could be reduced
· The role of KSGS within the local rural community could be weakened
KSGS is a successful and inclusive school that provides high-quality education and plays a vital role in supporting young people across a wide rural area. These proposals risk undermining this.
I am also concerned that the proposals may disproportionately affect rural and more vulnerable students, including those who may already face barriers to accessing education.
I would strongly urge the Council to reconsider these proposed changes and to fully consider their impact on rural communities, families, and schools like KSGS.
Yours faithfully,
[Your Name]
[Your Address]
[Your Postcode]
