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HEAD’S WELCOME

Welcome to our Easter Newsletter

As we come to the end of a busy, vibrant and highly successful Spring Term, | am delighted to welcome
you to our Kirkby Stephen Grammar School Easter Newsletter. This term has been filled with energy,
achievement and opportunity, and | continue to be incredibly proud of our students and everything they
have accomplished.

Across the term, students have taken part in a wide range of activities and experiences that truly
showcase the spirit of KSGS. From residential trips and curriculum-enhancing visits, to sporting success,
school events and an impressive variety of individual and group achievements, there has been so much
to celebrate. Many of these highlights are shared throughout this newsletter, and | hope you enjoy
reading about them as much as we have enjoyed seeing our students thrive.

Our Year 11 and Year 13 students have shown real determination as they prepare for their upcoming
GCSE and A Level examinations, engaging positively with mock exams, revision sessions and
coursework. Our younger students have also continued to impress us with their enthusiasm, resilience
and commitment to school life and taking part in a number of school and community events.

As part of our ongoing school and building improvement work, supported by Cumbria Education Trust
(CET), we have seen further projects take shape this term, including a number of solar panels have been
installed on the school building roofs, which will support us in reducing energy costs and improving
sustainability. The next phase of this work will see the installation of EV chargers in the main car park,
further enhancing our facilities.

| would also like to draw your attention to the current transport consultation being undertaken by
Westmorland & Furness Council. These proposals have the potential to significantly affect pupils,
families and the wider rural communities we serve. | strongly encourage all families to read the
information published and to submit a response to the consultation. Further details can be found within
this newsletter and on our website: https://www.ksgs.cumbria.sch.uk/transport/

We have also enjoyed welcoming parents, carers and members of our wider community into school for
a range of events throughout the term. Your support and engagement make a real difference, and it
has been a pleasure to meet so many of you.

As we head into the Easter break, | would like to thank our students, staff and the entire KSGS
community for their hard work, positivity and commitment.

It has been a fantastic term, and | am excited for all that lies ahead.

I wish you and your families a restful and enjoyable Easter break. We look forward to welcoming all
students back to school on Tuesday 14 April 2026 for the start of the summer term.

Kind regards,

Miss N Tweddle

Head of School
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KSGS AWARD WINNERS

Some of our Spring Term Award Winners:

Individual and Form Winners (for Attendance and Achievement Points) and Learner of the Lesson Awards.
Also including, CET Maths Challenge Participants, Bebras Computational Thinking Challenge Gold Award Winners, Sparx
Maths Leaderboard Heroes, Duke of Edinburgh Award Achievers and other winners from KSGS competitions and events.
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Achievement Points - Congratulations to our first Silver Award Winners
(500+ points)

Cumbr
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Follow Us

Stay up-to-date with KSGS by following us on
social media. Click on the icons to connect!

KSGS NEWS

Sixth Form visit University of Cumbria

Twenty-three of our sixth form students enjoyed an inspiring .,
Health Taster Day at the University of Cumbria’s Lancaster
campus. The visit offered a valuable insight into a wide range

of healthcare careers, with students taking part in hands-on,
interactive  workshops in Paramedic Science, Nursing,
Occupational Therapy, Radiography, Bio-Medical Science and
Midwifery.

It was a fantastic opportunity for our students to learn, explore
future pathways, and gain real experience of university-level
study.

Well done to everyone who took part!

Geography - Yr 11 Investigate glaciation
and it’s human impacts on Grasmere

Primate Behaviour Studies at Chester Zoo

Our Year 12 Psychology students had a fantastic trip to
Chester Zoo, where they took part in a Primate Behaviour
Educational Workshop as part of their studies.

During the visit, students investigated how primates
communicate, interact, and behave within social groups,
making links to key psychological theories covered in class.
They also enjoyed observing a range of primate species up
close, enhancing their understanding of behaviour and
research methods in a real-world setting.

As a highlight of the day, they even witnessed one of the
zo0’s elephants having a bath!

A great opportunity for hands-on learning beyond the
classroom.

Mrs Jones

Year 11 Geographers took part in a fieldtrip
opportunity on Wednesday 13th March to Grasmere
and Easedale Valley.

They took part in investigative activities to assess
the impacts of tourism, a consequence of glacial
processes, on Grasmere village. After this, they hiked
up Easedale, consolidating their understanding of
the glacial processes which formed the landforms in
this spectacular glacial landscape.

The group were a pleasure to accompany and a
credit to the school!

Mrs Thompson

QvCumbria

”Educat\on Trust

Respect | Responsibility | Resilience



https://www.ksgs.cumbria.sch.uk/?fbclid=Iwb21leANfuFBjbGNrA1-4SmV4dG4DYWVtAjExAAEe8FBeYY4EI4Vrel2posILZlG2aZkCsdIShzjhplWO3xvX-vM_20UQqv8xjRk_aem_SA8ivPtVoRZOLPAQgjPkKg
https://www.ksgs.cumbria.sch.uk/?fbclid=Iwb21leANfuFBjbGNrA1-4SmV4dG4DYWVtAjExAAEe8FBeYY4EI4Vrel2posILZlG2aZkCsdIShzjhplWO3xvX-vM_20UQqv8xjRk_aem_SA8ivPtVoRZOLPAQgjPkKg
https://www.facebook.com/KSGrammar
https://www.facebook.com/CumbriaEducationTrust
https://www.instagram.com/cumbriaeducationtrust/
http://www.ksgs.cumbria.sch.uk/

Lost in Stories, Found in Success: A Winning Day in Keswick

On Wednesday 11th March, a group of students had the exciting opportunity to
visit the Theatre by the Lake in Keswick for a special awards ceremony as part
of the Words by the Water festival. Accompanied by Miss Capstick and Mrs
Bowness, we joined schools from across Cumbria to celebrate the achievements
of young writers.

We are incredibly proud to share that Lillie Hoyle won the Cumbrian Young
Writers’ Award for Key Stage 3 with her captivating story about a girl lost at
sea. The theme of this year’s competition was ‘Lost’, and entries were submitted
across four categories: KS2, KS3, KS4 and KS5. The theatre was filled with
talented students, making Lillie’s achievement even more impressive.

Throughout the day, we were inspired by a range of speakers. Author Sophie Anderson delivered a fascinating talk, and
many of us were excited to recognise her work, with some of us already reading her books. We also learned about the
journey from writing to publication from David Felton, who spoke passionately about the industry and introduced us to
the many different careers involved in bringing books to life. It was especially interesting to hear about the local books
he has published, many of which we recognised. We also received top writing tips through video messages from
authors SF Said and Katie Hale, giving us valuable advice to support our own creative journeys.

The organiser of the event praised our group for the enthusiastic support we showed when
Lillie received her award - we were all cheering her on! Adding to the celebrations, Miss
Capstick was also recognised with an award for her dedication to encouraging and
supporting our creative writing.

As a group, we agreed that the highlights of the day were seeing Lillie receive her award,
as well as sharing so many laughs together. It truly was a fantastic day out. Back at
school, Creative Writing Club continues to thrive. We meet in Room 1 every Thursday
lunchtime at 1:20pm to share ideas, work on competition entries, and enjoy writing
creatively. Our most recent challenge, ‘Stranger Sagas’, has encouraged us to write @
gripping mystery in just 100 words. While this has been tricky for those of us who love
adding lots of detail, it has also been a fun experience.

Everyone is welcome to join Creative Writing Club or take part in competitions—please see
Miss Capstick for more details!

KSGS Creative Writing Club

Year 13 Chemists Visit Lancaster University

Our Year 13 Chemistry students recently enjoyed an inspiring visit to
Lancaster University, where they took part in a hands-on Aspirin
Masterclass alongside an interactive lecture exploring the shapes of
molecules.

During the masterclass, students investigated how chemistry underpins
everyday substances by taking a closer look at aspirin. They explored
where physical, analytical and organic chemistry intersect, using a wide
range of university-level techniques. Activities included using a pH
meter to follow the titration of a weak acid with a strong base and
graphically determining the pKa, before studying the titration of an
Alka-Seltzer solution with hydrochloric acid. Students then isolated and
analysed the resulting aspirin precipitate, gaining experience of a
packed programme of analytical techniques including thin-layer
chromatography (TLC), melting point determination and infrared
spectroscopy (IR).

The visit also included an engaging and interactive talk on molecular shape and structure, where students had the
opportunity to build models of molecules such as glucose and amino acids. They explored how these molecules can
link together to form polymers and investigated the concept of optical isomerism, helping to bring challenging A-
level concepts to life.

The day was both enjoyable and academically enriching, giving students a valuable insight into studying chemistry
beyond school and the real-world applications of the subject.

Mrs Conway
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Craft Club

This term, Craft Club has been a calm and creative space where lower
school students have explored a textile skills including weaving and
embroidery. It has been wonderful to see their confidence grow as they
experiment with colour, texture and pattern.

The club provides a mindful break from the busy school day,

encouraging patience, focus and pride in creating something by hand.
Students have shown fantastic resilience when learning new techniques
and have produced some beautiful pieces of work.

We’re looking forward to continuing to develop skills next term and
introducing even more creative projects!

Mrs Gilbert

Spain Trip 2026 - A Sunshine-Filled Adventure for Year 8

Our Year 8 students enjoyed an unforgettable week in
Spain, beginning with a smooth journey through
Manchester Airport and a warm welcome in sunny
Mdlaga. After settling into the hotel, the group explored
the Torremolinos seafront, browsed local shops, and
enjoyed a relaxing evening after an early start.

Over the following days, students experienced the best
of Andalusia. A coastal trip to Nerja included an
impressive VR introduction to the region’s ancient caves, r
followed by a breathtaking visit underground. The
famous Balcon de Europa offered stunning sea views,
and the afternoon’s flamenco lesson saw everyone
getting involved — with a few surprise stars emerging!

In Mdlaga, students marvelled at the beautiful
cathedral, sampled local produce at the bustling
market, and explored cultural landmarks including the
Picasso Museum, the historic bullring, and the Roman
amphitheatre. A well-earned ice cream on Malagueta Beach rounded off a busy day of walking in the sunshine. Evening
“military-style” room checks brought plenty of laughter — congratulations to Henrietta, Lyra, Ellie and Martha for topping
the leaderboard!

{

@ The final days of the trip were equally memorable. A visit
to Benalmddena’s Sealife Centre allowed students to
showcase their marine knowledge, followed by leisurely
shopping and ice-cream-tasting back in Torremolinos. The
group also enjoyed a serene morning at the Butterfly
4 Sanctuary, explored Parque de la Paloma, and tucked into
T a delicious tapas lunch overlooking the sea — with patatas
bravas, calamares and albdéndigas proving very popular!

. After a week packed with learning, culture, sunshine and
il fun, staff were incredibly proud of how brilliantly the
= students represented the school.

Mrs Vela-Castro
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Successful STEM Day at KSGS

Kirkby Stephen Grammar School recently hosted a
fantastic STEM Day, welcoming over 150 primary
pupils for a day of learning, collaboration, and fun. The
event gave Year 7 students a great opportunity to
reconnect with younger pupils from Years 5 and 6,
supported by dedicated Year 9 and 10 ambassadors.

Students took part in a range of engaging activities,
from coding and programming robots in ICT, to
creating fractal patterns in Maths, and experimenting
with natural indicators in Science. A special Valentine’s
lunch, kindly organised by the canteen team, added to
the celebration.

The school extends thanks to feeder primary staff,
KSGS colleagues, the Maths, DT/IT and Science
departments, as well as funding partners and
organisers who made the day possible. The event was
a great success, showcasing students’ enthusiasm,
teamwork, and passion for STEM.

Mr O’Doherty

Year 9 Outward Bounds Trip to Howtown

Our Year 9 pupils recently embarked on an unforgettable week
at Howtown, embracing every challenge that came their way.
Despite the cold, wet, dark, windy, and muddy conditions,
spirits remained high and smiles were seen all around. From
the moment they arrived, the group showed enthusiasm,
energy, and a real readiness to make the most of the
experience.

The week was packed with adventure. Pupils took part in a
wide range of activities including rowing, climbing, ghyll
scrambling, cliff jumping, cold water plunges, and even
overnight camps. Each activity pushed them beyond their
comfort zones and encouraged them to work together, support
one another, and build resilience.

What stood out most was their remarkable character. No
matter the weather or the challenge, they persevered with
determination and positivity. Their willingness to keep going
and fully embrace each moment was truly inspiring.

For many, this was a life-changing experience—one that will
stay with them for years to come. The memories made,
friendships strengthened, and confidence gained will
undoubtedly have a lasting impact.

Mr Luke
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR NEWS

Success for Sophie and Grace!

We are delighted to share
some fantastic news from the
recent Carlisle and District
Music and Drama Festival.

Grace and Sophie took part in
the recent Carlisle and District
Music and Drama Festival,

Congratulations, Jake!

We are incredibly proud to
celebrate Jake in Year 10, who

has achieved an outstanding
success on the international :
stage!

Jake competed in the
International Backhold

Wrestling Championship in
Pontivy, Brittany, representing

achieving an outstanding 1st

place in the choric verse category and being awarded the Curseend G

Grasmere Trophy with their group. Westmorland Wrestling, and

They continued their success with a strong duologue returned

performance, earning an impressive 2nd place against home as G9|d Medal

tough competition from other groups and schools. Chomp!on in his cqtegorg. A
) ) . fantastic accomplishment.

Congratulations to Sophie and Grace on their

accomplishment, which is reflected in their well-deserved Wwell done, Jake!

smiles!
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' Freddie goes to Ghana!

Freddie has recently returned from an ‘extraordinary volunteer trip to a
village'in' Ghana, where "he fully immersed himself in a truly life-changing
experience. Despite challenging conditions—including 42-degree heat, limited
ﬁ sanitation, and daily routines such as /collecting water from a borehole - he
embraced every aspect of village life with resilience and-enthusiasm:

During his time there, Freddie built strong connections within the community,
showing care in supporting individuals with disabilities and additional learning
needs. Demonstrating remarkable independenceand initiativeyheralso taught

Bl classes on his own and helped renovate a classroom using only the limited
resources available - without power tools or modern equipment.

| This experience has clearly left a lasting impression. Freddie is already
expressing a strong desire to return to Ankoma and continue volunteering, a
testament to the impact of both his contribution and the community he
became part of.

4
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Dance Competitors - Olivia akhd Poppy

In March, Olivia and Poppy
entered a Nationwide Dance
Competition for Street Dance.
They got all the way to the
final with their Street Quad
group and finished an
amagzing 5th in the country.

Laura Johnstone N

Regional Cross Country

A huge well done to the two KSGS
pupils, Katie and Henrietta, who
proudly represented Cumbria in the
regional cross country finals.
Competing at this level is a fantastic
achievement and a testament to their
hard  work, determination  and
commitment to training. They have
represented both the school and
county with great pride - well donel!

9
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FUNDRAISING

Support the KSGS Kitchen Garden KSGS supports Red Nose Day 2026!

easyfundraising

Kirkby Stephen Grammar

School Kitchen Garden
has raised

£258.13

on easyfundraising!

/ , ) 45?""-
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So far, you have helped raise £258 towards the KSGS
Kitchen Garden without doing anything extral
Our students looked fantastic in their red outfits and
Please remember to use #easyfundraising when you do showed great spirit by swapping an item of uniform to
your shopping this year. support a brilliant cause.

You can raise donations for Kirkby Stephen Grammar A h.u.ge thank you to our amazing canteen staff for their
School Kitchen Garden when you buy weekly food shops, delicious cakes - they went down a treat!
family days out, general online shopping and more:

Well done everyone - a brilliant effort for a great cause!

Year 8 Walks 100 Miles for Comic Relief

A huge well done to our fantastic Year 8 Geographers, who successfully completed their
“Year 8 Walks 100 Miles’ challenge. Their hard work — supported generously by families
and friends — demonstrated how small actions can come together to make a big
difference, all while having plenty of fun along the way.

The funds raised will support vital projects including Kicoshep in Kibera, Nairobi, linking
perfectly with the year group’s Africa studies this term. A special thank you to Mr Wilson
and Mrs Wealleans for their support throughout the event.

Well done, everyone!

Mrs Thompson

....Together, KSGS raised an impressive £732 for Comic Relief.

Respect | Responsibility | Resilience QvCumbria
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World Book Day Celebrations

KSGS enjoyed a fantastic World Book Day filled with creativity, curiosity and
plenty of reading fun. Students put their detective skills to the test in our
Masked Reader competition, trying to guess which staff members were
reading behind the disguises. Throughout the day, classes also followed the
unfolding mystery of The Monkey’s Paw by W.W. Jacobs, revealed lesson by
lesson.

Our Year 7 students were especially brilliant, completing a sponsored
readathon and taking part in the National Trust’s World Book Day quiz
before enjoying a special picnic lunch — thank you to our canteen staff for
making it such a treat! The group has already raised an impressive £400,
with more sponsorship still coming in.

Across school, a lively bake sale supported the KS4 Book Club, and our book
swap gave students the chance to discover new reads and share old
favourites.

A huge thank you to everyone who took part and helped make the day such
a success.

— The KSGS English Department

Protect Access to Education in Our Rural Community

Proposed changes to school transport could significantly impact families
connected to Kirkby Stephen Grammar School and the wider area.

These changes mauy:

limit school choice
create transport challenges for families
affect access to post-16 education
impact opportunities for young people

“For rural communities like ours, school transport is essential. These proposals
risk limiting opportunity and access to education for our young people.”

— Nic Tweddle, Head of School

This is a public consultation - and your voice is vital.

Please take part and help ensure our community is heard.

Further information regarding the this, along with template letter that you can
use to send in a response to the consultation can be found here:

KSGS - More Information on the Proposed Transport Changes

KSGS - Template-Consultation-Response-Letter

Respect | Responsibility | Resilience ,_%deutmtgriat
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION NEWS Follow Us

Welcome to the latest PE Department round-up!

This term has been a landmark chapter for our PE department, proving that while our school may be small in size,
our ambition and achievement are truly limitless.

» From the first whistle of the term to our final trophy lift, our students have demonstrated that dedication and
heart can overcome any challenge.
We are incredibly proud to celebrate a season of unprecedented success, from our U15 rugby team reaching the
semi-finals of their cup, the U13 Boys securing their spot in the County Cup Football Final after half term, to a
dominant netball campaign yielding five district titles and two Regional Finalists. Our hockey squads have been
equally formidable, clinching four County titles and reaching the ultimate heights as National Runners-Up, a
triumph that puts our small community firmly on the national sporting map.
| would like to take this opportunity to thank all teaching and non teaching staff who have made all these fixtures
possible, without some work behind the scenes they simply would not be possible.

Mrs Paul, PE Department Curriculum Leader

Heading to the County Cup Final!

The U13 football team delivered an outstanding performance to
secure their place in the County Cup Final after a remarkable
comeback victory. Trailing 3-1 at half time, the boys showed
incredible resilience, turning the game around with
determination, teamwork and moments of real quality.

Their second-half display was full of grit and belief, as they
fought back to claim a well-deserved win. It was a true team
effort, with every player contributing to an impressive
turnaround.

The team now look ahead to the final, where they will face
Walney. If this performance is anything to go by, there is plenty
to be excited about. We look forward to seeing this talented
group continue to develop and progress in the future.

Fantastic Performance by U15 Rugby Team

The U15 rugby team narrowly missed out on a place in the
county final, but their performances are something to be
proud of. Displaying excellent teamwork throughout, the
squad put in multiple strong tackles, and played some
impressive open rugby putting some excellent phases
together.

What stood out most was their attitude — heads never
dropped, and there was a clear absence of negativity on the
pitch. The team showed real maturity, supporting one
another in every phase of the game.

Particularly encouraging was the contribution from several
younger players, who stepped up confidently and looked
completely at home at this level. Their efforts highlight a
bright future for them as the progress at school.

Mr Luke
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U13s in the Final Again!

Our U13s were back in action, this time competing in the Eden District
Netball Final!

The team has spent the last month preparing for this tournament, working
hard on set centre passes and back line tactics. Their dedication really paid

off, proving that practice makes perfect!

The girls went on to win all of their games, with full squad rotations
ensuring everyone played their part.

A fantastic team effort to regain the title of Eden District Champions 2026!
An amazing performance from everyone involved - well done!

Mrs Paul

U14 & U16 Make Regional Finals

The U14 and U16 netball teams proudly represented KSGS
at the North West Regional Finals.

The North West is recognised as one of the strongest
regions for netball, and despite being the smallest school in
the competition, KSGS fielded two outstanding teams. Both
squads performed brilliantly, demonstrating excellent
teamwork on court and enjoying great social spirit between
games.

We are incredibly proud of both teams, who played
fantastic netball and came away stronger and more united.

U13 England Hockey 7-a-side Regional Finals

An early start for our squad of 10 as they travelled to Timperley
Hockey Club for the U13 England Hockey 7-a-side regional finals.

After an initial loss, the team quickly found their momentum and
gained valuable experience as the tournament progressed.

They went on to win 4 games and draw another, securing their
place in the play-offs — a fantastic achievement!

Well done to the whole team for their determination, teamwork
and resilience. We are very proud of you!

Mrs Paul
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A special day out with the U18 Hockey Team

Our U18 Hockey Team enjoyed an exceptional day at the
England Hockey National Vase competition at Nottingham
Hockey Centre, proudly finishing as runners-up and securing
the silver medal. As the only state school represented — and
the smallest, with the youngest squad — their achievement is
nothing short of remarkable.

The team won all of their pool games to reach the final,
demonstrating outstanding skill, teamwork and determination
throughout the tournament. Although narrowly defeated in the
final by a very strong, well-drilled side, the players stuck to
their tactics and showed incredible resilience.

A special mention goes to Head Girl, Martha Bainbridge, who finished as the tournament’s top goal scorer with eight
goals, and to T Paul, who added two more in the third match.

Huge thanks to the senior players for their leadership, the younger players for stepping up so confidently, and to the
wonderful travelling supporters who cheered the team on. Most importantly, the squad leave with memories that will
last a lifetime. Well done to our amazing U18s — true superstars!

Outstanding result at National Hockey Finals

Kirkby Stephen Grammar School’s U18 Girls’ Hockey

Team have achieved an outstanding result, finishing

as runners up at the National Hockey Finals in

Nottingham and securing a silver medal. The team

reached the national stage after winning their

district, county and regional competitions, before

narrowly missing out in the final to finish second in

the country. KSGS were the only state school to Y Y N R NN
reach the finals and one of the smallest schools at W B = W Th o
the tournament, fielding the youngest squad with

pupils from Years 10 to 13. A special congratulations

also goes to Martha Bainbridge, who finished as the

tournament’s top goal scorer, alongside Head of PE

Helen Paul and the whole team for representing the

school and community so brilliantly.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your ongoing support and partnership in your
child's Physical Education journey. Your encouragement at home makes a big difference to their
success and confidence.

We wish you all a very happy Easter.

Mrs Paul, PE Department Curriculum Leader
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EDEN VALLEY SPORTS PARTNERSHIP NEWS

Leaders from KSGS Inspire Young Pupils
Through Sport in the Eden Valley

Sports Leaders from KSGS have been making a meaningful impact in the Eden Valley by working with
primary school pupils to introduce them to a variety of new sports. Through enthusiasm, encouragement,
and teamwork, these student leaders have helped create an inclusive environment where every child
feels able to participate and enjoy physical activity.

They focused not only on teaching skills but also on building confidence. Pupils were given the
opportunity to try sports they may never have experienced before, from team-based games to individual
challenges. KSGS leaders acted as role models, demonstrating that sport is not just about competition,
but about enjoyment, perseverance, and personal growth.

A key message throughout the sessions have been that sport is for everyone. Regardless of ability or
experience, every pupil was encouraged to “have a go” and discover what they are capable of. This
positive approach helped many children step outside their comfort zones and develop a more confident
attitude towards physical activity.

Teachers and organisers praised the KSGS leaders for their maturity, leadership, and ability to engage
younger pupils. Their efforts have not only enriched the sporting experiences of the children but have
also strengthened links between schools in the community.

Overall, the leaders have been a great success, highlighting the importance of inclusivity in sport and
leaving a lasting impression on the young pupils of the Eden Valley. With initiatives like this, the future of
school sport looks both bright and welcoming for all.

Mr Luke
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EduLink Updates:

We hope that new features added to EdulLink in December, including Behaviour and Noticeboard,
are making it even easier for you to stay informed about your child’s progress and school life.

EduLink provides access to a wide range of important information, all in one place. You can view
attendance, reports, homework, and now behaviour updates and key school dates, directly through
the app or EduLink website. The app can be downloaded from the Apple App Store and Google Play.

Please note that Parents’ Evenings will now be arranged exclusively through the parent log-in of EduLink. You will
need to log in to book appointments when events are released.

If you are still struggling to get started with EduLink or need help accessing your account, please get in touch - we
are happy to support you via admin@ksgs.cumbria.sch.uk

Staff Changes:

We have a few staffing updates to share with our community.

Our Drama and Performing Arts teacher, Miss Eaton, will be leaving Kirkby Stephen
Grammar School at Easter to take up a new position closer to her hometown in Yorkshire.
We would like to thank her for her hard work and commitment during her time with us, and
wish her every success in her new role.

| am also pleased to confirm that we have appointed Mr Melling as Miss Eaton’s
replacement. He will join KSGS immediately after the Easter break. Mr Melling is a highly
experienced Drama and Performing Arts specialist with over 25 years of teaching
experience in this field. He has already completed a comprehensive handover with Miss
Eaton to ensure a smooth transition.

Finally, Mrs Hird will be retiring from her role as Administration Assistant after nearly 17
years of dedicated service at KSGS. We are incredibly grateful for her commitment and the
valuable contribution she has made over the years. We wish her a very happy and well-
deserved retirement.

Volunteering as a school governor offers a ;,‘-;‘J’Cu[mt;na

rewarding opportunity to make a significant impact
on the education and development of young
people. You do not need to have a background in
education; we seek governors from all walks of life.
Your unique experience and perspective can bring
valuable insights to a school. We believe that being
a governor is for everyone.

LOCAL
Make a difference today. ADVISORY

READ MORE
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https://www.cumbriaeducationtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/CET-LAB-Recruitment-Pack-2025-2026.pdf
mailto:admin@ksgs.cumbria.sch.uk
https://www.edulinkone.com/#!/login?code=KSGS
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/edulink-one/id1188809029
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.overnetdata.edulinkone&hl=en&pli=1

JOIN OUR TEAM KEY TERM DATES

We are looking for talented individuals Summer Term 2026
to join Kirkby Stephen Grammar
School. Easter Holiday Mon 30™ March - Mon 13" April
Explore the roles through the link below INSET day Monday 13™ April
and apply today! Join a forward-
thinking trust, full of growth and Summer Term begins  Tuesday 14™ April
excellent professional development
opportunities. Bank Holiday Monday 4" May
. . . . 5 |
Can’t find a suitable job right now? Join Half Term Mon 25 - Fri 29" May
our Talent Pool and be alerted as soon
th I looki f
as e ol Jou dre fooKing tor Summer Term ends Friday 17" July

becomes available!

You can view further term dates, and each year
up until 2028-2029 on our website.

OUR CURRENT VACANCIES TERM DATES

We hope you have a fantastic Easter Break.
We look forward to welcoming all students
back to start the summer term on
Tuesday 14" April 2026

QvCumbria
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https://www.ksgs.cumbria.sch.uk/vacancies/
https://www.cumbriaeducationtrust.org/term-dates/
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	HEAD’S WELCOME
	Welcome to our Easter Newsletter
	As we come to the end of a busy, vibrant and highly successful Spring Term, I am delighted to welcome you to our Kirkby Stephen Grammar School Easter Newsletter. This term has been filled with energy, achievement and opportunity, and I continue to be incredibly proud of our students and everything they have accomplished.
	Across the term, students have taken part in a wide range of activities and experiences that truly showcase the spirit of KSGS. From residential trips and curriculum‑enhancing visits, to sporting success, school events and an impressive variety of individual and group achievements, there has been so much to celebrate. Many of these highlights are shared throughout this newsletter, and I hope you enjoy reading about them as much as we have enjoyed seeing our students thrive.
	Our Year 11 and Year 13 students have shown real determination as they prepare for their upcoming GCSE and A Level examinations, engaging positively with mock exams, revision sessions and coursework. Our younger students have also continued to impress us with their enthusiasm, resilience and commitment to school life and taking part in a number of school and community events.
	As part of our ongoing school and building improvement work, supported by Cumbria Education Trust (CET), we have seen further projects take shape this term, including a number of solar panels have been installed on the school building roofs, which will support us in reducing energy costs and improving sustainability. The next phase of this work will see the installation of EV chargers in the main car park, further enhancing our facilities.
	I would also like to draw your attention to the current transport consultation being undertaken by Westmorland & Furness Council. These proposals have the potential to significantly affect pupils, families and the wider rural communities we serve. I strongly encourage all families to read the information published and to submit a response to the consultation. Further details can be found within this newsletter and on our website: https://www.ksgs.cumbria.sch.uk/transport/
	We have also enjoyed welcoming parents, carers and members of our wider community into school for a range of events throughout the term. Your support and engagement make a real difference, and it has been a pleasure to meet so many of you. As we head into the Easter break, I would like to thank our students, staff and the entire KSGS community for their hard work, positivity and commitment.
	It has been a fantastic term, and I am excited for all that lies ahead.
	I wish you and your families a restful and enjoyable Easter break. We look forward to welcoming all students back to school on Tuesday 14 April 2026 for the start of the summer term.
	Kind regards,
	Miss N Tweddle
	Head of School

	FUNDRAISING
	Support the KSGS Kitchen Garden
	So far, you have helped raise £258 towards the KSGS Kitchen Garden without doing anything extra!
	Please remember to use #easyfundraising when you do your shopping this year.
	You can raise donations for Kirkby Stephen Grammar School Kitchen Garden when you buy weekly food shops, family days out, general online shopping and more:
	sign up

	KSGS supports Red Nose Day 2026!
	Our students looked fantastic in their red outfits and showed great spirit by swapping an item of uniform to support a brilliant cause.
	A huge thank you to our amazing canteen staff for their delicious cakes – they went down a treat!
	Well done everyone – a brilliant effort for a great cause!

	Year 8 Walks 100 Miles for Comic Relief
	A huge well done to our fantastic Year 8 Geographers, who successfully completed their ‘Year 8 Walks 100 Miles’ challenge. Their hard work — supported generously by families and friends — demonstrated how small actions can come together to make a big difference, all while having plenty of fun along the way.
	The funds raised will support vital projects including Kicoshep in Kibera, Nairobi, linking perfectly with the year group’s Africa studies this term. A special thank you to Mr Wilson and Mrs Wealleans for their support throughout the event.
	Well done, everyone!
	Mrs Thompson
	....Together, KSGS raised an impressive £732 for Comic Relief.


	EDEN VALLEY SPORTS PARTNERSHIP NEWS
	Leaders from KSGS Inspire Young Pupils  Through Sport in the Eden Valley
	Sports Leaders from KSGS have been making a meaningful impact in the Eden Valley by working with primary school pupils to introduce them to a variety of new sports. Through enthusiasm, encouragement, and teamwork, these student leaders have helped create an inclusive environment where every child feels able to participate and enjoy physical activity.
	They focused not only on teaching skills but also on building confidence. Pupils were given the opportunity to try sports they may never have experienced before, from team-based games to individual challenges. KSGS leaders acted as role models, demonstrating that sport is not just about competition, but about enjoyment, perseverance, and personal growth.
	A key message throughout the sessions have been that sport is for everyone. Regardless of ability or experience, every pupil was encouraged to “have a go” and discover what they are capable of. This positive approach helped many children step outside their comfort zones and develop a more confident attitude towards physical activity.
	Teachers and organisers praised the KSGS leaders for their maturity, leadership, and ability to engage younger pupils. Their efforts have not only enriched the sporting experiences of the children but have also strengthened links between schools in the community.
	Overall, the leaders have been a great success, highlighting the importance of inclusivity in sport and leaving a lasting impression on the young pupils of the Eden Valley. With initiatives like this, the future of school sport looks both bright and welcoming for all.
	Mr Luke


	JOIN OUR TEAM
	KEY TERM DATES
	We are looking for talented individuals to join Kirkby Stephen Grammar School.
	Explore the roles through the link below and apply today! Join a forward-thinking trust, full of growth and excellent professional development opportunities.
	Can’t find a suitable job right now? Join our Talent Pool and be alerted as soon as the role you are looking for becomes available!
	Summer Term 2026
	Easter Holiday         Mon 30th March - Mon 13th April
	INSET day                          Monday 13th April
	Summer Term begins      Tuesday 14th April
	Bank Holiday                     Monday 4th May
	Half Term                          Mon 25th - Fri 29th May
	Summer Term ends          Friday 17th July
	You can view further term dates, and each year up until 2028-2029 on our website.

	OUR CURRENT VACANCIES
	TERM DATES
	We hope you have a fantastic Easter Break. We look forward to welcoming all students back to start the summer term on  Tuesday 14th April 2026


