
Good news for families!
Free School Meals are changing
Universal Credit recipients can apply now 
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From September 2026, all children whose families receive Universal Credit will be entitled 
to free school meals, regardless of income. 

If you receive Universal Credit and your child is not currently registered for free school 
meals, please apply using the QR code. 

Why is it important to apply?

Families receiving Universal Credit can save up to £495 per year per child on school 
lunches.  Registering for the universal credit expanded free school meal also helps your 
child’s school receive the right government funding to provide your child with their meal.

Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2

All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 at government-funded schools already receive a 
free school meal through the universal infant free school meals scheme.
However, if you receive Universal Credit or other qualifying benefits, you should still apply 
for free school meals. This ensures your child’s school receives the funding it is entitled to.

Scan the QR code to apply. 
   


